Longstanding ulcerative colitis, particularly pancolitis, is associated with an increased risk of colorectal neoplasia. For this reason surveillance colonoscopy at regular intervals has been recommended to identify early cancers or high grade dysplasia. Three cases are described of patients with ulcerative colitis ofgreater than 10 years duration who presented with colorectal carcinoma within three years of colonoscopy. (Gut 1993; 34: 1148-1149 Case 1 A 28 year old woman with a 23 year history of ulcerative colitis. She was receiving oral sulphasalazine and intermittent courses of oral prednisolone and depot adrenocorticotrophic hormone injections. In 1980 a barium enema showed total colitis and benign strictures in the transverse and ascending colon. Colonoscopy in 1981 confirmed these findings with biopsy specimens of the mucosa showing active ulceration throughout the colon but no evidence of dysplasia. A repeat colonoscopy in 1983 was unchanged. In 1984, however, she presented with abdominal pain. Rigid sigmoidoscopy showed a benign looking stricture in the rectum, which was not examined by biopsy. Her symptoms did not settle and seven months later she had a total colectomy. Histological examination of the specimen showed the rectal stricture to be a Dukes's stage A carcinoma with no dysplasia in the remaining colon.
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